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[Detailed Description of the Invention] 

[0016] Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a personal digital 
assistant to which the present invention is applied. In Fig. 
1, a personal digital assistant according to the present 
invention is comprised of a cabinet body 1 and a lid 3. The 
lid 3 is connected with the cabinet body by a hinge 5 and can 
rotate with respect to the cabinet body 1 through the hinge 
5. 

[0017] When the lid 3 is closed, an engagement member 8 of 
the lid 3 is engaged by an engagement member 7 of the cabinet 
body 1 so as to lock the lid in a closed position. 

[0018] The cabinet body 1 is provided with an input part 2 
for inputting letters, etc., and a fingerprint detector 6 for 
identifying a user who puts his or her finger thereon. The 
structure of the fingerprint sensor 6 will be explained in 
detail hereinafter . 

[0019] The functions of function keys, etc., of the input 
part 2 are indicated on the surface of the hinge 5. 

[0020] The cabinet body 1 is provided with a leg 1-1, so 
that the cabinet body is inclined at an angle for easy use 
when placed on a desk, etc. 

[0021] The lid 3 has a display 4 on which information, 
etc. inputted through the input part 2 is displayed. 
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[0028] For using an apparatus shown in Fig.l or Fig. 2, a 
user presses his or her finger onto the fingerprint detector 
6 or 15. In the detector 6 or 15, a sensor portion 6-2 
detects a shadow produced by the finger pressed thereon and 
turns the power source ON when the shape of the shade is 
recognized to be a distribution of the shade by the finger. 

[0029] Namely, because a part on which the finger is 
pressed intercepts light, the solar battery 18 corresponding 
thereto does not produce electricity. Consequently, a part 
which produces electricity and a part which does not are 
created when the finger is pressed, so that a pattern can be 
detected. 

[0030] Thereafter, the fingerprint of the pressed finger 
is detected and is compared with fingerprint data previously 
stored, in order to identify the user. 

[0039] In the above explanation, the identification of the 
fingerprint is used for release of secrecy but it is also 
possible to use the same for restricting the use of the 
apparatus itself. 

[0049] For using the apparatus shown in Fig.l or Fig. 2, a 
user, first of all, presses his or her finger onto the 
fingerprint detector 6 or 15. The fingerprint detector 6 or 
15 detects a shade produced by the finger pressed thereon and 
turns ON a backlight of the fingerprint detector. 

[0050] Thereafter, the fingerprint of the pressed finger 
is detected and is compared with pre-stored fingerprint data, 
in order to identify the user. When the user's fingerprint 
is identical to the pre-stored fingerprint data, the power 
source is turned ON. While the finger is being pressed onto 
the fingerprint detector 6 or 15, the power source is kept 
ON. 
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[0072] With the processes described above, when the 
distribution of voltage produced by pressing a finger is 
detected, the backlight of the fingerprint detector is turned 
ON to compare the fingerprints. When the compared 
fingerprints are identical, the power source is automatically 
turned ON. While the finger is being pressed on the 
fingerprint detector 6 or 15, the power source can be kept 
ON. 

[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Fig.l] A perspective view of a personal digital assistant 
to which the present invention is applied to. 
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